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INTERNATIONAL LAW
A strong international law collection rests on a
foundation of treaty series. Historical collections
of French, Swedish, British, German, and other
national treaties complement treaties from the
League of Nations, United Nations, European
Community, Organization of American States,
and other multinational organizations. The
Library also holds large collections of decisions
of international courts and tribunals, international
and comparative law reviews, and yearbooks. Much
of the collection’s strength lies in monographs,
festschriften (volumes of commemorative essays),
and other works that are unavailable electronically.

The Library has gained particular recognition for
its extensive international trade and human rights
collections, which contain documents held by
few other libraries. As a result of the work of the
late Professor Robert E. Hudec, the Law Library
also is among the handful of world libraries that
own a complete collection of the documents of
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The
GATT collection is an extraordinary resource that
draws national and international researchers to the
University of Minnesota Law Library.

FOREIGN AND COMPARATIVE LAW
Materials from Canada, the United Kingdom,
British Commonwealth and former Commonwealth
nations, and Western European countries form
the core of this rich collection. The Library also
collects materials from Central and Eastern Europe,
the former Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of
China, the Middle East, the countries and islands
of the Pacific Rim, African nations, the West Indies,
and Latin America. The Library is renowned for its
nearly unparalleled collection of Scandinavian law,
particularly its Swedish materials.
Unlike most academic law libraries, the Library
collects materials in the vernacular as well as in
English. For example, the Library acquires foreign
codes in German, French, Spanish, and Italian,
along with English translations. Many conference
proceedings in the collection include

contributions in Western European languages
written by the world’s most prominent legal
scholars. From Annuaire français de droit
international to Zbornik Pravnog fakulteta u
Zagrebu, the Library’s collection of foreign journals
provides extensive resources for scholars.
The Library provides access to major digital
resources, including the entire United Nations
Treaty Collection and the Foreign & International
Law Resources Database. Electronic access to the
Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals and an online
U.N. documents index complement the Library’s
superb collection of foreign journals and its U.N.
documents collection. Occupying nearly two
floors, the foreign, comparative, and international
collections have earned the Library its place in the
top echelon of law school libraries.
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he foundation for the Rare Books Collection was laid by Arthur Pulling, Law Library
Director from 1912 to 1942. Professor Pulling’s creation of a stellar rare books collection
was, as former law librarian Caroline Brede noted, the result of his “vast knowledge of
books, prices, dealers, and his well-known ability to ‘horse-trade.’” His purchases of
English and American legal classics are the cornerstone of the Rare Books Collection
and are the foundation for the Law Library’s reputation as one of the outstanding legal
research collections in the country.

The Rare Books Collection is rich and multifaceted. The collection of early English law, from 1490
to 1599, is one of the finest in the country and includes over half of the titles listed in Joseph Beale’s
Bibliography of Early English Law. The Collection contains works by such giants of the common law
as Bracton, Littleton, Coke, and Blackstone. Among the rarities of the Collection are a 1490 printing
of Statham’s Abridgement, a 1528 edition of Sir Thomas Littleton’s Tenures, and a first edition of Sir
William Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England (1765-1769).
One of the greatest strengths of the Rare Books Collection is early American law, including an
impressive collection of early session laws of the thirteen colonies, early constitutions of the states, and
important documents of the American Revolution. Of particular note are a 1776 edition of Thomas
Paine’s Common Sense, a rare copy of the proceedings of the first Continental Congress, and a first
edition of The Federalist (1788). Early editions of the works of such scholars as James Kent and Joseph
Story are well represented.
An additional strength of the Collection is American Indian law. The Library’s collection of rare
folio treaties ranges from a treaty concluded in 1827 between the United States and the Chippewa,
Menomonie and Winnebago Indians to the 1868 treaty with the Nez Percé, the last treaty signed
between the United States and an Indian tribe. The Collection includes primary materials of American
Indian governments in the nineteenth century, many in both English and the vernacular. Among the
Collection’s treasures is a rare 1840 edition of the laws of the Cherokee Nation.
The Collection also is strong in foreign and international law, including a particularly fine corpus of
the cases and codes of Imperial Russia and an impressive number of early editions of the works of such
scholars as Grotius, Pufendorf, and Vattel. Of particular interest in the canon and civil law collection
are a 1494 printing of the Decretals of Pope Gregory IX and a 1498 edition of the fourth part of
Corpus Juris Civilis.
As the Law Library continues to move forward into the electronic age, the place of the Rare Books
Collection as an enduring part of its historical and intellectual landscape becomes more and more
apparent. Even as the Library builds on its status as one of the most technologically sophisticated law
libraries in the country, its distinction will continue to rest on its extensive print collections, especially
its stellar Rare Books Collection.
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The Papers of Clarence Darrow, acquired by
the University of Minnesota Law Library in
October 2004 in celebration of its millionth
volume, surpasses all other collections of
this eminent jurist’s public and personal
records. The heart of the archive is formed
by more than 300 letters written by Darrow
to his family and friends. Personal and
informal in tone, they possess an intimacy
attesting to and revealing the essence of
Clarence Darrow’s character. The letters

span a period of 60 years, beginning
with the earliest known letter, written
when Darrow was a teenager, and ceasing
shortly before his death. The richness and
diversity of Darrow’s life are reflected in
the depth and breadth of this collection,
which includes over 100 letters written to
Darrow. Among the correspondents are
Jane Addams, Eugene Debs, Mother Jones,
Woodrow Wilson, Helen Keller, Sinclair
Lewis, and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The Arthur C. Pulling Rare Books Collection includes a stellar
collection of early printings of Magna Carta and outstanding
examples of key works in legal history that bear a direct relation to
Magna Carta. Four manuscript copies of the
Great Charter agreed to by King John on
ARLY
NGLISH June 15, 1215, “in the meadow that is called
Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines,”
survive: two are in the Cathedrals of Lincoln
and Salisbury, where they were placed in
the thirteenth century, and two are in the
British Library.
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Magna Carta existed in manuscript form until 1508, when it was
first printed by Richard Pynson in London. According to the
bibliographer Joseph Beale, eighteen printings occurred during the
sixteenth century. The Law Library owns fourteen of these early
printings. One of its treasures is a 1514 copy of Magna Carta, the
earliest printing of Magna Carta in the Library. Another is its copy
printed in 1534, the first time the Charter appeared in English
rather than Latin. Yet another treasure is its copy printed in 1540 by
Elizabeth Redman, London’s first woman printer.

The Library’s Collection of Law, Literature, and the Arts includes classic and popular
legal fiction, legal humor, poetry, plays featuring the bench and bar, and artwork. It
also includes secondary works that comment on the relationship
of law with literature and art. The Collection is housed in the
Barbara Steffens Hedin Alcove on Law, Literature, and the
Arts. The Alcove, comfortable and hospitable, provides
welcome respite for students after long days of studying.
As one student commented, “It lightens the load.”

The University of Minnesota Law Library has been a leader
in exploring, refining, and embracing technology to best
serve its patrons’ needs. Minnesota’s virtual library is a
gateway to breaking legal information, as well as historical
resources. The Library’s collection of over one million print
volumes is expanded by electronic documents numbering
in the millions. The following is but a sample of the
resources available through the Library’s gateway:

omorrow
Bureau of National Affairs’ suite of databases includes over
100 titles covering a wide range of legal and policy issues.
Making of Modern Law brings the texts of 21,000 legal works
from America and Britain to researchers instantaneously.

As a twenty-first century research facility,
the concept of the Library’s “collection”
has broadened to include electronic access
to information. The Library is proactive in
evaluating and adding electronic sources.

Current Law Journal Content contains the tables of contents for some 1,200 law journals. Users receive email notification of articles according to interests.
The University of Minnesota Human Rights Library includes over 25,000 core human rights documents in digital format. Each month this comprehensive research tool
is accessed by more than 175,000 students, scholars, and
human rights advocates from around the globe.

At the same time, it continues to collect and
preserve print materials that are not currently
available electronically and may never be
digitized. In addition, the Library is continually
expanding its own digitization efforts to convert
unique collections into electronic format for use
by scholars worldwide.

